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The diseases affecting the soft tissues of the oral cavity are of a character of great importance to us as dentists in the practice of the profession ; for on their well being de- pends in a great measure the success of most of our operations.
The mucous membrane of the mouth seems to be more subject to the action of morbid influences in early life than during any other period, in consequence, possibly, of the many and rapid changes constantly taking place in the tissues at that time ; because of the eruption of the temporary teeth and also in consequence of the greater susceptibility of the constitution to general organic disease. It is not confined to early childhood alone, or during the periods of teething ; but it affects children of all ages, taking different forms and producing different results in one case from another, owing to the health, habit and circumstances by which the child may be surrounded at the period of the attack. three times a day, will be found beneficial. If any of the teeth should have become loosened, and astringent wash will be indicated ; bleeding the gums will also be found useful in assisting to restore them to health. In removing the fetor of the breath a wash of phenol sodique, or chlorinated soda, in proportion of 1 to 2 tea-spoonfuls to a tumbler of water, will be found excellent.
The last morbid condition of this tissue and the gums to which we shall call your attention is that of chronic inflammation?a disease rarely attacking persons, so that it may be noticed, before arriving at the age of ^4 or 35, or until middle life. It is very insidious in its encroachment on the tissues of the mouth, and is usually the most difficult to cure of any of the diseases to which our attention may be Called.
In its first advances there will be noticed a slightly blunted and thickened condition of the free margin of the gum, attended by a soft, white, cheesy exhalation, seemingly thrown from the tissues ; also a lack of that greatly increased red-? ness which usually characterizes inflammation of this tissue, except in occasional cases, where it may range from a light pink to a purple color. The membrane covering the surface of the gum, instead of being smooth, presents the appearance of being drawn over a surface on which are strewn little round balls of some substance, giving it a peculiar roughness that when once seen is always easily recognized as a symptom of the occurrence of this disease. It is apt, when of a constitutional nature, to affect all the teeth alike ; though cases of this character are of somewhat rare occurrence.
In its usual form it attacks but two or three teeth, 
